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Our vision

We see healthy congregations
emerging through church planting
and leadership training as well as
in partnership with existing Re-
formed congregations in Ukraine in
order to bring healing and transfor-
mation to lives and communities
throughout Ukraine and beyond
her borders in the post-Soviet coun-
tries of Eastern Europe so that
more and more people hear the
gospel and lives and communities
are transformed.

Points for praise

e Increasing opportunities
to build ties with other
Reformed groups in
Ukraine

e Three adults attend a
Heidelberg Catechism
class with intentions to
become church members

Points for prayer

e  Wisdom in how to pro-
ceed with obtaining land
for a church

e  Church members as they
discover and put to use
their spiritual gifts

e Preparations for youth
festival and SMP pro-
gram

Prayer letter of George & Sarah de Vuyst

April 2008

Serving with Christian Reformed World Missions in Ukraine

Missions — A Calling for All Believers

This year on May 11 the church world-
wide will celebrate Pentecost. On this
day, the Christian Reformed Church in
North America gives special attention to
its calling to “go and make disciples of
all nations”. As you celebrate God’s gift
of the Holy Spirit to all believers and
His empowerment to be His witnesses,
ask God how you can be used by Him in
missions at home and abroad. If you're
interested in being more involved in the
ministry in Ukraine, see our website,

www.devuysts.com, and click on the
page “Get Involved”.

Consider making a special gift for
Ukraine ministry. The CRC Project
Giving Guide lists some special projects
for Ukraine:

New church development grant,
$1000
Local missionary support, $2400

You can contribute towards these spe-
cial needs online at www.crwm.org/
donate. To designate your gift write
“Ukraine: church development” or
“Ukraine: local missionary support.”
See our website for more information.

To Bribe or not to Bribe

Corruption is perva-
sive in Ukraine, ef-

Y fecting every aspect
I® of life from hospital
care to university
exams to obtaining a
driver’s license. For
b most people, paying
a bribe to get some-
thing accomplished
- israrely given a sec-
~ - ond thought. Brib-
ery, however, is
illegal and feeds
corruption so the
leadership of the Mukachevo congre-
gation is determined not to do any-
thing by dishonest means even if it is
to their disadvantage. Most likely if

Police randomly stop
cars and demand bribes

the church had given a “small token”
to the appropriate person, the prop-
erty the church has requested would
already be in the church’s name. In-
stead, here we are a year later, hav-
ing jumped through many hoops, but
no closer to receiving the land. A new
law came into effect in January
which essentially makes it impossible
for the church to receive the land
they have requested. City hall rec-
ommended the church contest the
change of law in court because it does
not take into consideration non-profit
organizations. It is easy to see why
people easily fall into the enticing
trap of paying bribes. Meanwhile,
the church has one year before our
lease runs out at the present facility.
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How to contact us

Ilona Zrini 10/2
Mukachevo 89600
Transcarpathia, Ukraine
Phone: +38-031-31-54517

Please note!

NEW EMAIL & WEBSITE!!!
george.devuyst@gmail.com
www.devuysts.com

Pastor Search Update

The theology student the Mu-
kachevo CRC elders interviewed
two months ago has not given
any clear indication that he
would be interested in an intern-
ship position. Please continue to
pray for God’s direction in this
important process.

Matthew and Abigail on Easter

Mukachevo Minutes

Discovering Our Gifts

Over the May 1-3  given them and how they can use them in His
holiday in : church. George will be
Ukraine, the teaching using the ma-
members of the terial “Discover Your
Mukachevo - Gifts,” just recently
congregation .0 translated into Russian.
will go away The church retreat will
together to dis- also provide us with
cover the valuable time to fellow-
gifts God has Church youth perform Easter play ship and pray together.

Faith Transforms Lives

Six college stu- lead English Bible camps
dents will spend 8 in Ukraine, Romania and
weeks this summer Hungary. We are orga-
ministering to nizing the program for
youth. The team is the 10th year now. The / .
coming as a part of majority of young people  SMP 2007 team spends time

Christian Re- in Eastern Europe call with young people
formed World Mis- themselves Christians
sions’ “Summer but what they mean is that they’re not Muslim or

Missions Program  Jewish. The SMP team members will testify to
(SMP)” and will the fact that faith in God transforms our lives.

Our Future is in Our Youth

The Mukachevo con-
gregation intention-
ally focuses on the
youth of the commu-
nity. Young people
are less superstitious
about breaking ties
with their Orthodox
backgrounds and are

led by a visiting youth group
three years ago. Today she is
actively involved in the church
and growing in her faith. Be-
cause young people play such a

| vital role in the future of

| Ukraine, the congregation offers
' Sunday School, catechism class,
two youth groups for different

looking for faith that Mariana ages of young people, a monthly
is dynamic and life-changing. English Club, a yearly youth festi-
Mariana is one such girl who val, and a week-long English club
first became acquainted with the in the summer.

church through an English Club



