
Reformed, Baptist and 
Charismatic churches, 
gathered the week of 

April 12 to learn 
and apply new con-
cepts such as pas-
toral care, healthy 
leadership pat-
terns, and action 
plans.  God has 
used the Timothy 

Leadership Training to 
transform churches all 
around the world.  We 
desire to see God use it 
here in Ukraine to help 
churches develop into 
healthy, vibrant con-
gregations who effec-
tively minister to their 
members and commu-
nities. 

Fifteen church leaders 
representing 10 congre-
gations, representing 

We would be lying if we 
told you that serving in 
Ukraine is always ex-
citing and uplifting.  
True, we sometimes see 
obvious indications of 
God at work, but there 
are also seasons of 
struggle and disap-
pointment.  We covet 
your prayers for endur-
ance, patience, and wis-
dom.   

The Mukachevo congre-
gation is going through 
a stage of what could be 
described as “growing 
pains” or maybe even 
spiritual attack.  We 
are trying to uncover 
the root issues and 

identify the cultural 
contributions.  Our vi-
sion is to establish a 
healthy church and we 
don’t want to fail by 
glossing over problems.  
Becoming Christ-like as 
individuals and as a 
church is at times a 
painful process. Some 
of the issues we face 
include a former leader 
who doesn’t 
want to give up 
a position of 
authority, little 
misunderstand-
ings leading to 
offenses,  and 
people failing to 
address others 

directly (definitely a 
cultural issue).  We 
share these struggles 
with you so that you 
may partner with us in 
prayer through the joys 
and challenges of serv-
ing God in Ukraine.   

May He who began the 
good work here in His 
church carry it out to 
completion!   

Training Church Leaders 

Growing Pains 

Mukachevo Minutes 

April 2010 Prayer letter of George & Sarah de Vuyst 
Serving with Christian Reformed World Missions in Ukraine 

Points for praise 

• Opportunity to present 
first module of Timothy 
Leadership Training to 
church leaders in Ukraine 

• Two new church leaders 
who have asked George to 
mentor them 

Points for prayer 

• Participants at Timothy 
Leadership Training will 
apply what they learned 
and healthy change will 
occur in churches 

• Wisdom as we try to help 
the Mukachevo congrega-
tion learn how to deal with 
conflict and grow in unity 

• Volunteers to serve in 
Ukraine this summer 

• Stable employment for 
poverty-stricken families 
in our church community 

Our vision 

We see healthy congregations 
emerging through church planting 
and leadership training as well as 
in partnership with existing Re-
formed congregations in Ukraine 
in order to bring healing and 
transformation to lives and com-
munities throughout Ukraine and 
beyond her borders in the post-
Soviet countries of Eastern Europe 
so that more and more people hear 
the gospel and lives and communi-
ties are transformed.  

We �eed You in Ukraine 

Four to six people are needed to lead 

an evangelistic English camp this 

summer.  The Mukachevo 

congregation desires to reach the youth 

of their community with the Gospel.  

God can use YOU to bring His 

transforming grace to the lives of 

Ukrainian youth.  Contact the CRC’s 

ServiceLink for more information.  

www.crcna.org/ServiceLink  
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The Shack Spurs Discussion 

Once again Sarah has gath-
ered ten other women who 
know English to engage in a 
book discussion.  Christ Com-
munity Reformed Church in 
Battle Creek, MI provided the 
group with copies of William 

Young’s bestseller, The Shack.  The 
book has already got the mixed group 
of Christians and non-Christians dis-
cussing God’s role in suffering, Jesus’ 
sacrifice for our salvation, healing 
childhood wounds, etc.  And all this at 
our first meeting! 

Let the Poor Say, “I am Rich” 

How to contact us 

Ilona Zrini 10/2 

Mukachevo 89600 

Transcarpathia, Ukraine 

Skype ID: gdevuyst 
Email: gdevuyst@crcna.org 

 

More stories and pictures at 

www.devuysts.com 

Most Ukrainian “Christians” Don’t Know God 

couple and their two children.  
Paint is peeling off the walls 
and there are no door handles, 
but the rooms are clean and 
tidy.  Despite four children 
living in the tiny apartment, 
not a single toy is visible.  But 
poverty does not dampen this 
family’s desire to know God.  
They faithfully attend every 
worship service and have 
plenty of questions for George 
when he visits.  Although 
their stomachs may some-
times go empty, their hearts 
are full of love for God and in 
this way they are truly rich!  
It is a blessing to minister to 

During a visit with a family 
who regularly attend our 
church, Slavic commented to 
George, “We can’t afford to get 
married.  We don’t even have 
enough money for bread.”  
Slavic and Silvia and their 
two daughters share a two-
room apartment with another 

families such as these and see how God 
changes lives!  (Don’t worry, we’re mak-
ing sure they have food to eat too!) 

Although 96% of Ukrainians 
consider themselves Chris-
tians, (the majority are Ortho-
dox and only 2% of the popula-
tion is protestant), by far the 
vast majority rarely, if ever, 
attend church.  It’s not easy to 
evangelize a country that 
thinks baptism and a few reli-
gious traditions are all that is 

needed for salvation.  When it 
comes to prime religious tradi-
tions such as surround 
Easter-time we make 
a point of emphasizing 
our God’s sacrifice and 
triumph over death.  
This year the Mu-
kachevo congregation 
held a Tenebrae ser-

vice, showed a powerful allegorical 
film, and enacted Jesus’ resurrection 

in a skit.  Most importantly, 
we preach that if we claim to 
know God then our lives will 
not be the same.  It’s only 
outside of church that most 
Ukrainians will hear the 
Easter story and see how God 
transforms lives. 

Mukachevo Congregation Launches  

English Website 
at 

www.crcm.webs.com 

Check it out to�. 

• Follow the congregation’s story  

• Learn about the church’s plans to 

build a church building 

• Discover how you can get in-

volved in the church’s projects 

and ministry 


