
George was invited to 
participate in the an-
nual ecumenical week 
along with pastors of 
the Greek Catholic, Ro-
man Catholic and Hun-
garian-speaking Re-
formed churches.  Each 
evening, a pastor from 
a different church 
preached in a church 
not of their own de-
nomination.  In this 
way, George preached 
in the Greek Catholic 
church.  One attendee 

told George 
afterwards, “I 
don’t believe 
the Gospel 
has ever been 
preached so 
clearly in this church.”  
This opportunity 
helped George build a 
good relationship with 
the other pastors and 
strengthened the image 
of the Mukachevo Re-
formed Church as a le-
gitimate church despite 
the fact that the con-

gregation doesn’t 
meet in a church 
building.  In this 
cultural context,  
churches that 
don’t have a 

church building are 
sects and, therefore, 
looked down upon by 
the majority of people.  
God used this ecumeni-
cal week to help legiti-
mize both the congrega-
tion and George as a 
foreign pastor. 
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Points for praise 

• Mukachevo congregation 
purchased land for a 
church 

• Strengthened connections 
with local pastors following 
ecumenical week 

• Opportunities to promote 
“healthy churches” to local 
Reformed and Catholic 
pastors 

• Seminary intern, Robert 
Shpontak, serves in Mu-
kachevo congregation 

Points for prayer 

• Wisdom for Mukachevo 
church leaders as they 
plan how to use the land 
and building they bought 

• God would bring health to 
churches in Ukraine 

• Plans for Timothy Leader-
ship Training in April 

Our vision 
We see healthy congregations 
emerging through church planting 
and leadership training as well as 
in partnership with existing Re-
formed congregations in Ukraine 
in order to bring healing and 
transformation to lives and com-
munities throughout Ukraine and 
beyond her borders in the post-
Soviet countries of Eastern Europe 
so that more and more people hear 
the gospel and lives and communi-
ties are transformed.  

We Need YOU in Ukraine 

Do you feel God calling 
you to serve 
Him in an 
unique way 
this summer?  
We need 4-6 
people (aged 
18 and up) to 
lead an evangelistic 
English camp for the 
Mukachevo congrega-
tion.  You will have an 
opportunity to build 

relationships with 
young people 
who want to 
learn about 
God and prac-
tice speaking 
English.  God 
can use your 

testimony to show how 
He transforms lives. 

The five-week mission 
trip will introduce you 
to Ukrainian culture 

and missionary life 
with a balance of serv-
ing and learning. 

Contact the CRC’s new 
organization, Service-
Link, for more informa-
tion. 

ServiceLink’s Webpage 

www.crcna.org/pages/ser
vicelink_int_Ukreecamp.
cfm 

“Thank you” to everyone who helped make up for the lag in our financial support.  At 
this point we are right on target!  Your financial support enables us to continue church 
planting and leadership development in Ukraine. 
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Mukachevo Congregation Purchases Property 

The Mukachevo congregation 
was able to purchase a small 
piece of property in the center 
of town with an old 
mud-brick building 
on the lot.  Contrac-
tors have examined 
the building and say 
that with a new roof 
and reinforced foundation, the 

building can be converted into a wor-
ship hall and classrooms can be added 
in the attic.  The church elders are con-

sidering how to best utilize 
the land and building.  
Meanwhile, more paper-
work is being filed includ-
ing a request to rezone the 
property for use as a reli-

gious institution.  

Surrounded by Sickness 

How to contact us 

Ilona Zrini 10/2 
Mukachevo 89600 

Transcarpathia, Ukraine 
Skype ID: gdevuyst 

Email: gdevuyst@crcna.org 
 

More stories and pictures at 
www.devuysts.com 

A Story of Acceptance 

other ailments.   

It is in this 
context that 
we are striving 
to restore 
health to 
churches.   We 
know full well 
that in this 
sinful world 

there is no such thing as a 
perfectly healthy church, but 
we can certainly strive for 
health and become healthier.   
Just like physical health, we 
need to start by knowing what 
keeps us healthy and what 

Lately we have heard 
many cases of terrible ill-
ness.  It seems so perva-
sive and widespread that 
hardly anyone has es-
caped its clutches.  But 
this sickness isn’t one of 
physical nature but of 
spiritual.  And it is breed-
ing within the “Christian” 
church.  No doubt the 
struggle churches face to be 
healthy is a result of Satan’s 
attempt to knock the Church 
down.  Many churches are 
plagued by corruption, or poor 
leadership, or lack of evangel-
ism, or false teaching among 

makes us sick.  George has been asked 
by a group of local Reformed and Ro-
man Catholic pastors to lead a monthly 
pastors’ discussion on the topic of 
“healthy congregations”.   

Furthermore, invitations are going out 
to church leaders of various denomina-
tions across Ukraine to participate in 
the Timothy Leadership Training 
starting in April.  This practical train-
ing equips church leaders with the 
tools needed to develop healthy 
churches.    

Our dream is to see vibrant churches 
actively proclaiming the Gospel and 
advancing God’s Kingdom so that more 
and more lives are transformed! 

Olya has spent the majority of 
twenty-some years inside a 
small, Soviet-style apartment.  
Born mentally handicapped, 
Olya is a child trapped inside 
an adult body.  Rejected and 
ignored by society, the physi-
cally and mentally handi-
capped are banished to a life of 

seclusion.  After Olya’s mom, 
Ira, started attending the Mu-
kachevo congregation, church 
members encouraged her to 
bring “Olyachka” to church.  
“But she is noisy and will in-
terrupt,” Ira retorted.  With 
further encouragement, Ira 
began to bring Olyachka with 

her.  Olya has 
found a place 
where she is ac-
cepted and warmly 
welcomed.  She 
enthusiastically 
sings praises to 
God, and no doubt her worship is a 
fragrant incense before God’s throne!  


