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Our vision

We see healthy congregations
emerging through church planting
and leadership training as well as
in partnership with existing Re-
formed congregations in Ukraine in
order to bring healing and transfor-
mation to lives and communities
throughout Ukraine and beyond
her borders in the post-Soviet coun-
tries of Eastern Europe so that
more and more people hear the
gospel and lives and communities
are transformed.

Points for praise

o We have been offered a ve-
hicle to use during our
home service in Michigan

e God’s blessing on the
church retreat and service
project

Points for prayer

e Seminars on June 20 & 23
on “Psalms in the Midst of
Suffering” and fam-
ily/marriage

e Our financial support

needs would be met

¢ Land for the Mukachevo
congregation and temporary
facilities from July 1.

e Preparations for our home
service Sept. 1— Dec. 4.

Prayer letter of George & Sarah de Vuyst

Serving with Christian Reformed World Missions in Ukraine

May 2009

Money is a Hot Topic at Church Retreat

For the third year,
the Mukachevo con-
gregation spent the
May 1 holiday to-
gether on a church
retreat. The fellow-
ship time was fan-
tastic and we stud-
ied together per-
sonal financial re-
sponsibility and first-
fruits giving. The dis-

cussion challenged

some people’s thinking

such as whether it’s
right to give money
to beggars or not.
We are encouraged
to see a healthy
church emerging
which wrestles with
cultural traditions
and seeks to dis-
cover how to use
money to glorify God
and serve others.

Serving Our Community

The service project or-
ganized by the English
Bible Study group sur-
passed expectations.
That Saturday after-
noon physically dis-
abled adults played
games that were new to
them such as Taboo
and Pictionary, com-
peted at foosball and
ping-pong, and at-
tempted bowling and
golf on the Wii. Our
guests were reluctant
to come in the building

Video online at
Www.devuysts.com

at first and their leader
was concerned that the

program wouldn’t be
interesting for them.

Three hours later, how-

ever, we were asked to
organize something
again for them! Many

of the Bible Study
members had never
participated in a ser-
vice project before. The
experience has left
most of them wanting
to do more.
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How to contact us

Tlona Zrini 10/2
Mukachevo 89600
Transcarpathia, Ukraine
Phone: +38-031-31-54517
gdevuyst@crcna.org

More stories and pictures at
www.devuysts.com

Abigail as flower girl in friends’
wedding.

Support Report

We are nearing the end of
our fiscal year and our sup-
port is behind the minimum
fund raising goal of $66,000.
As of April 30, we need an
additional $14,700 by end of
June. Please consider if you
are able to contribute to this
need. Gifts can be made at
World Mission’s improved
online giving page at
www.crwm.org/donate or by
mail to CRWM, 2850 Kala-
mazoo Ave. SE, Grand Rap-
ids, MI 49560. Please indi-
cate that the support is for

George de Vuyst—UKkraine.
Thank you for your support!

Mukachevo Minutes

"When Will Ukrainians Respect Each Other?”

If you had been able to
listen in to the conversa-
tion at this weeks’ book
discussion, you would
have heard a lot of talk
about how people cut in
line at the grocery store,
doctors have patients
wait for hours, hairdress-
ers charge more than the
posted price, and city offi-
cials repeatedly say “come
tomorrow” to avoid a citi-
zen’s request. One par-
ticipant aptly pinpointed

the problem. “Ukrainians don’t respect each
other,” she said. Another person com-
mented that there is no hope for Ukraine to
change. Sarah challenged that statement:
“This is where the Christian Church can
influence all of society! There are two
things we can do. First, respect others. If
we tell the cashier that someone else was
there before us, people will notice. Sec-
ondly, we have a responsibility to stand up
to injustice and mistreatment of ourselves
and others. We can’t just sit back and say,
‘There’s nothing I can do.” As the Church
begins to act differently, there is hope for
societal transformation.

Church Refuses to Bribe

For the third time in
three years the Mu-
kachevo congregation has
appealed to City Hall for
land. By law, churches
are entitled to city land
but corruption has
blocked the church from
receiving a small plot of
otherwise unwanted prop-
erty. The church elders
have repeatedly peti-
tioned city officials for
this land and have been
told uncountable times to
“come tomorrow” or “we’ll
consider it at next

month’s session”.
When the elders
speak of their frus-
tration, people of-
ten comment, “The
only way to get anything done is to line the
pockets of these city officials.” One elder
responded, “If the Church feeds corruption,
1t will have no moral foundation on which
to stand.” We are proud of the elders’ com-
mitment to doing things right even when
it’s to their disadvantage. Pray with us
that God would honor their resolve and pro-
vide land. Meanwhile, the elders are
searching for facilities to rent since the
agreement with the landlord of the present
facilities expires on June 30.

Building Relationships

George has been able to
meet new pastors as he
distributes copies of John
Calvin’s Institutes to
various churches in

Ukraine who are interested in Reformed
teaching. Many of the pastors have ex-
pressed interest in trainings, seminars, and
a stronger relationship with George and the
Mukachevo congregation.




