
 

 

their lives as government snipers 

and police opened fire on them.  

While we had no snow-days this 

year, our kids experienced “protest 

days” when school was cancelled due 

to the threats of crackdowns.  God 

answered our prayers for peace with 

an amazingly quick collapse of the 

president’s support and he fled to 

Russia.  

In late November of last year Kyiv 

began a process of dramatic and 

very unexpected change.  When 

then president, Viktor Yanukovich, 

reneged on signing an agreement 

with the European Union a small 

group began protesting in the center 

of Kyiv.  When the government bru-

tally cracked down on the peaceful 

protestors the situation exploded 

and hundreds of thousands and even 

millions turned out for protests.  

The situation turned violent in Feb-

ruary when over 100 protestors lost 

June is the end of our fiscal year 

and a time for us to reflect on the 

plans and accomplishments of the 

past year.  It was just a year ago 

that Sarah and the kids returned 

from Grand Rapids, MI and joined 

George in our new ministry in Kyiv.  

It was the beginning of a year like 

none other we have experienced.   

Another move 

The year began by moving into a 

temporary home for a year, so now 

we are again in the process of mov-

ing into another home, hopefully for 

much longer. 

New School—New Partners 

Sarah began teaching and the kids 

began attending Kyiv Christian 

Academy (KCA), a K-12 ACSI ac-

credited Christian school founded 

for the children of missionaries.  

This also led to an official partner-

ship agreement being formed be-

tween CRWM and KCA, so any in-

terested teachers feel free to contact 

us! 
 

George began developing our new 

partnership with Peter Deyneka’s 

Russian Ministries (www.russian-

ministries.org) and their Ukrainian 

arm, the Association for Spiritual 

Renewal.  In addition George has 

been introducing the Timothy Lead-

ership Training program to pastors 

and seminary leaders in Kyiv and  

building relationships with church 

leaders and other missionaries.  
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Points for praise 

 Provision of a house to rent  

 Safety during the tumultu-

ous months of this past 

year 

 Calm and stability in Kyiv 

 Successful early-election of 

Ukraine’s new president 

 Prayer and financial sup-

port that met our needs 

 

Points for prayer 

 Peaceful resolution to the 

war in the east and resto-

ration of the Crimea to 

Ukraine 

 Provisions for the thou-

sands of refugees who have 

fled the Crimea and east-

ern regions 

 Opportunities to train 

church leaders in the Tim-

othy Leadership Training 

Our Vision 

We envision healthy congrega-

tions emerging to bring healing 

and transformation to lives and 

communities throughout 

Ukraine and Eastern Europe’s 

post-communist countries. 
 

Our Mission 

Together with our partners in 

Ukraine, we are training 

church leaders in Ukraine’s 

post-Soviet, post-Christian, and 

post-atheist society in order to 

develop healthy churches with 

a biblical understanding of 

Christianity so that the King-

dom of God may transform all 

spheres of life and society. 

http://www.russian-ministries.org
http://www.russian-ministries.org
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Russian Invasion 
In March Russia covertly invaded 

Crimea and on the 16th annexed it 

illegally.  After this, Russia began a 

process of destabilizing the Eastern 

and Southern regions of Ukraine.  

This became a time of great fear.  

There were many signs of a poten-

tial invasion from Russia.  We evac-

uated – another first for us that we 

never expected to experience living 

in Ukraine.  Thankfully a full-scale 

invasion never mate-

rialized, but rather localized, cov-

ert, mercenary backed take-overs 

of cities and towns in Eastern 

Ukraine – about 500 miles to the 

east of us.  We continued to moni-

tor things very closely and engage 

in what ministry we could.  Most 

of the nation was now focused on 

the war developing in the Eastern 

regions of Donetsk and Lugansk. 
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More stories and pictures at 

www.devuysts.com 

and 

www.devuysts.blogspot.com 

Kyiv Connections 

We continue to watch and 

wait upon the Lord.  We are 

amazed at God’s grace and 

faithfulness, which we have 

seen in so many ways during 

this time.  We are also moved 

to tears at the needless loss of 

life and the proliferation of 

evil that we hear about in the 

eastern regions.  Approxi-

mately 50,000 internally dis-

placed people are seeking 

food, shelter and the oppor-

tunity to begin a new life in 

other parts of Ukraine today.  

The Evangelical churches and 

our mission partners 

are stepping up to 

help these refugees 

and also to share 

with them the love of 

Christ during these 

times of upheaval.  

Ukraine still needs 

our prayers! 

So, as I reflect on the year that has 

passed, I would say that it was a 

“most unexpected” year.  But 

through it all God has revealed to 

us again and again his perfect 

faithfulness, for which we are eter-

nally grateful.   

Thank you for all your prayers 

and support during this time.  

They have carried us along when 

we had no idea what was going to 

happen.  Your partnership in this 

ministry has never been more im-

portant and has never felt more 

real by us.  Thank you! 

Looking forward... 

As we look forward to the coming year we are excited about sev-

eral new projects.  If you would like to contribute, you can also 

give online at www.crwm.org/donate. Please mention the project 

name.  More information available on our website. 

 Next Generation Professional Leaders Initiative—two 

worldview conferences for professionals.  

 Extreme youth outreach camps– training youth leaders 

 Timothy Leadership Training (805832) - trainings for church 

leaders in healthy church practices 

  Worship Symposium– defray costs for church leaders from eastern 

Europe to attend Calvin’s symposium on worship in Grand Rapids, MI 

 Local Pastor Support (805791) - help churches pay taxes on their 

pastor’s salary 

Your prayers and financial support 

have been of utmost importance.  

Due to your generosity, we met our 

financial goals for this fiscal year 

ending June 30!  We look forward to  

continuing to partner with you in 

serving God’s Kingdom together in 

Ukraine. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
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