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Planning for Transformation 
It has been a busy winter!  In January George traveled with four 
pastors and a worship leader to the annual Worship Symposium at 
Calvin College.  In February George attended the World 
Evangelical Alliance’s annual member care conference.  And 
George facilitated three Timothy Leadership Training groups in 
Kyiv, Zaporizhia and Cherkasy.  Over 50 church leaders have 
begun planning for transformation.  If God wills over 100 people 
we come to know the Lord over the next six months as a result of 
the plans made at these three trainings!

Alexandra, first on the left in the picture above, is a youth leader 
at New Hope Evangelical Mennonite church in Zaporizhia, 
Ukraine. Besides being the youth leader at the church, Alexandra 
also lives and ministers in a halfway house for girls who have been 
raised in orphanages.  The Kingdom Change Alexandra prays for 
is that one of the girls she lives with, Yulia, would come to know 
Jesus as her Lord and Savior and that she would attend church 
with her.
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Mission & Vision 

We envision healthy congregations 
emerging to bring healing and 
transformation to lives and communities 
throughout Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe’s post-communist countries. 

Together with our partners in Ukraine, 
we are training church leaders in 
Ukraine’s post-Soviet, post-Christian, and 
post-atheist society in order to develop 
healthy churches with a biblical 
understanding of Christianity so that the 
Kingdom of God may transform all 
spheres of life and society. 

Points for Praise 

• Well-received Timothy 
Leadership Trainings in Kyiv, 
Cherkasy & Zaporizhia 

• “Ceasefire” in eastern Ukraine 
has reduced the intensity of 
fighting 

Points for Prayer 

• Those who attended TLT will 
see their plans come to 
fruition 

• Peace in Ukraine, wisdom for 
the leaders, and continued 
fight against corruption 

• Safety in upcoming travels for 
ministry, including eastern 
Ukraine

KYIV CONNECTIONS 
 Prayer Letter of George & Sarah de Vuyst 

Serving in Ukraine with Christian Reformed World Missions

http://www.crwm.org
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Contact Us 

Mailing Address: 

1700 28th St. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49508 

Email: gdevuyst@crcna.org 

Website: www.devuysts.com 

Skype: rev.gdv 

TLT in the War Zone

Yuri is a lay pastor in a Baptist church in the city of Donetsk, which 
is on the front lines of the war between Russia and Ukraine.  Yuri 
himself was abducted and held for a period of time by the Russian-
backed forces.  Their 500-member Baptist church in the center of 
Donetsk was raided on several occasions.  His flock has been 
scattered.  Yuri participated in the first Timothy training, “Caring for 
God’s People” in Cherkasy.  He plans to find the 50 members of the 
church that he is responsible for.  Over the next 6 months he will 
“visit” each member in person, by phone or via Skype.  He will listen 
to them to find out about their current situation and how the church 
can minister to them during this ongoing crisis.  He also wants to 
hear from each of his members about how they have seen God at 
work in their lives during this crisis and even through it, and to 
encourage them to share these testimonies at church.

Beyond caring for the people God has placed under his care, Yuri has 
also planned a training for pastors from his area.  We, Lord willing, 
will be leading 20 pastors from the Donetsk area through “Caring for 
God’s People” in May!

TEACHERS NEEDED 

Our school, Kyiv Christian 

Academy, needs teachers for 

the coming school year.  

Perhaps you or someone you 

know could serve the 

missionary community in one 

of these positions: 

• 2nd grade 

• Secondary science 

• Secondary english 

• Secondary social studies 

• Athletic director 

• Choir and music teacher 

• Finance manager 

• Librarian

Reaching Vulnerable Youth

We have a special opportunity 
to reach out to young people 
displaced by the war in 
eastern Ukraine.  Our partner 
organization, Association for 
Spiritual Renewal, will be 
training youth leaders to work 
with young people displaced 
by the war. One of the most 
effective outreaches today are 
"extreme camps" that 
incorporate climbing, rope 
courses, skating and other "extreme" sports to reach out to young 
people today.  This is a critical need that will only be met by the 
donations we collect.  We need $2,400 over the next two months to 
make this training available.  Will you consider a donation to 
“Extreme Camps” fund code 806030?  Gifts can be made online at 
www.crwm.org/donate. Thank you!
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